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Riley Awards Grant to Fight Illegal Drugs in Elmore County  
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $155,000 to the Elmore County Commission to continue the battle against illegal drugs.

The commission will use the grant to fund the Central Alabama Drug Task Force.  The task force is a joint effort of the Elmore County sheriff’s department, the Eclectic, Millbrook, Tallassee and Wetumpka police departments and the district attorney’s office.

Riley commended the efforts of the task force to eradicate illegal drugs in the area. “Elmore County is sending a strong message that the use and distribution of illegal drugs will not be tolerated and drug dealers will be aggressively pursued and prosecuted,” Riley said.  “I am pleased to make these funds available to continue the work of the task force.”
The grant will enable the unit to maintain operations that locate and dismantle dangerous methamphetamine labs and reduce the trafficking of crack cocaine, marijuana and other illegal drugs.  The task force will continue to assist other law enforcement agencies in Alabama and neighboring states to reduce the amount of drugs on the streets.

Since it began work in 1990, the task force has initiated or assisted in nearly 3,500 drug investigations resulting in the seizure of more than $39 million in illegal drugs and more than 200 weapons.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Joe Faulk, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of at least $155,000 will supplement the grant.
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