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Riley Awards Grants to Assist Abuse Victims in West Alabama

MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $137,379 to a Tuscaloosa-based nonprofit group that aids victims of domestic violence and sexual abuse.
Turning Point will use the grants to continue assisting victims of domestic violence and sexual assault in Bibb, Fayette, Hale, Lamar, Pickens and Tuscaloosa counties. The group also provides assistance to sexual assault victims in Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties.
“Victims of violence need and deserve access to professional services to help them overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support the efforts of Turning Point to provide that vital assistance to victims in west Alabama.”
Turning Point provides a 24-hour crisis hotline, a six-bedroom emergency shelter, counseling, support groups, victim advocacy programs and referrals to other social agencies. The organization also conducts community awareness programs to help prevent future abuse. 

In 2004, 1,153 victims called the organization’s crisis line, 298 used the emergency shelter and 613 participated in support groups.

Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grants.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Kim Bannerman, Turning Point board president, that the grants had been approved. Local matching funds of at least $35,301 will supplement the grants.
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