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Riley Awards $133,000 to Fight Illegal Drugs 
in Madison, Morgan Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $133,000 grant to the city of Huntsville to help fight the use and distribution of illegal drugs in Madison and Morgan counties.
The Madison-Morgan County Strategic Counterdrug Team will use the grant to continue investigating and prosecuting cases involving the sale, use or manufacture of illegal drugs.
“Illegal drugs are a threat to the health and safety of our communities,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to join the counterdrug team in sending the message that illegal drugs will not be tolerated in our neighborhoods.”
The task force was established to combine the resources of law enforcement agencies in the area to conduct more effective drug investigations. The team’s 13 agents come from the Madison County Sheriff’s Department, the district attorney’s office and the police departments of Decatur, Madison and Huntsville.
The team includes a specialized gang investigator, four agents who investigate and dismantle methamphetamine labs and a unit that targets dealers of cocaine and marijuana.
In the past year, the team has disrupted several drug trafficking organizations, including a marijuana smuggling operation that resulted in 33 arrests. 
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, informed Huntsville Mayor Loretta Spencer of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $133,000 have been committed to support the drug task force.
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