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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abused Children in Cullman County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $109,883 to continue helping child abuse victims in Cullman County.  The Child Advocacy Center of Cullman will use the grant to protect victims and prosecute offenders.

“``Our children deserve the opportunity to grow up in a safe and healthy environment,” Riley said.  “I commend the staff at the Child Advocacy Center for their commitment to helping children recover from the trauma of abuse.”

Since 1997, the center has worked with representatives from mental health, law enforcement, protective services and other organizations to help children deal with both immediate and long-term effects of physical and mental abuse.  In 2004, center staff conducted more than 260 forensic interviews with abused children.

The center also prepares victims and their families for the trial process and court appearances.  Staff members accompany families to court and provide advocacy and support throughout the process.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified David Bussman, center president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $27,470 will supplement the grant.
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