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East Alabama to Get $107,873 to Foster Safer Drivers
MONTGOMERY—A grant from Gov. Bob Riley will permit the East Alabama Highway Safety Office to continue supporting education and enforcement programs to save lives on Alabama roads
Riley awarded $107,873 to Gadsden State Community College to fund the continued operation of the office.  Safety office staffers work with local law enforcement agencies to reduce crashes, injuries and deaths in Calhoun, Chambers, Clay, Cleburne, Coosa, Randolph, Talladega and Tallapoosa counties.

“This program takes irresponsible drivers off our highways and encourages the use of seat belts and child safety seats,” Riley said.  “I am proud to work with law enforcement officers and Gadsden State to make our state’s highways safer.”

The office helps law enforcement agencies to pinpoint “hot spots” where crashes most often occur and focus resources on curtailing drunken driving, speeding and other causes of vehicle crashes.  The staff also organizes community education programs to encourage the use of safety belts and child restraints and discourage drinking and driving.
Riley awarded the grant from the Alabama Traffic Safety Trust Fund.  The fund supplements federal highway safety programs using a portion of the fines paid by motorists for driving without a valid license.

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Renee B. Culverhouse, Gadsden State president, that the grant had been approved.
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