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Florala, Lockhart Get Grant to Repair 
Sewer Facility Damaged by Hurricane Ivan
MONTGOMERY— A wastewater treatment facility serving Florala and Lockhart that was damaged by Hurricane Ivan will receive much needed repair thanks to a $377,100 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.
The two towns will use the Community Development Block Grant to clear the facility of silt and sand that remains from flooding caused by Ivan. Officials estimate that more than a third of the wastewater treatment system is covered by debris. The silt and sand covers valves and causes rusting, which reduces the capacity and efficiency of the sewer system.
“Communities need a helping hand when struck by natural disasters like hurricanes Ivan and Katrina,” Riley said. “I will continue working on behalf of Florala, Lockhart and other hurricane-damaged areas of our state to find the resources necessary to rebuild public services.”

In its current condition, the flow of wastewater into the facility must be carefully monitored to keep the plant from reaching capacity and possibly dumping raw sewage. 
Local officials are concerned that the area’s economic development will be hampered if the facility is not repaired. They say the repairs are necessary to safely handle the demand that will be created by a hotel and town-house development planned to be built in the near future. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Riley notified Florala Mayor Danny Franklin of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $41,900 will supplement the grant.
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