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Riley Awards $1 Million for Hurricane Ivan Repairs
 in Mobile County
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $1 million in Community Development Block Grants to help two Mobile County cities repair damages caused by Hurricane Ivan in September 2004.
Bayou La Batre will use a $600,000 grant to repair its sewer system. Chickasaw will use a $400,000 grant to fix damage to its drainage system.
“Communities need a helping hand when struck by natural disasters like hurricanes Ivan and Katrina,” Riley said. “I will continue working on behalf of Mobile County and other hurricane-damaged areas of our state to find the resources necessary to rebuild public services.”

Bayou La Batre will repair sewer lines and its wastewater treatment plant. Storm surge from the hurricane flooded the treatment plant and damaged equipment. Floodwater and uprooted trees combined to damage many of the city’s sewer lines. Because of the damage, the sewer system can handle less wastewater and has overflowed several times.
The project will add protective lining to damaged sewer lines and upgrade sewer-lift stations and the treatment plant to handle more wastewater. The city is providing $100,000 in local funds for the project.
Chickasaw will repair the Grant Street ditch, which runs east under U.S. Highway 43. Ivan toppled trees and vegetation into the ditch, reducing its capacity to move water. As a result, the ditch overflows during heavy rains. 

The project will clear the ditch of debris and stabilize its sides to prevent erosion. The city also will repair drainage pipes damaged during the hurricane. Chickasaw is supplementing the grant with $60,000 in local funding. 
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grants. Riley notified Mayors Stan Wright of Bayou La Batre and James Trout of Chickasaw that the grants had been approved.
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