[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Tuesday, Sept. 20, 2005








Jim Plott 












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grants to Promote Alternative Energy Sources
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $393,069 in grants for a series of projects designed to save energy, encourage conservation, promote recycling and improve agricultural production in Alabama.       
The eight grants were awarded to several state universities, government agencies and a regional conservation council.  Projects range from converting waste vegetable oil into fuel to using solar energy as a heating source.   
“The recent jump in the cost of gasoline clearly demonstrates the need to seek and perfect alternatives sources of energy,” Riley said. “I am delighted that state government and Alabama universities are taking an active role in reducing our dependence on expensive fossil fuels and I am pleased to provide these grants.” 
The Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries received two grants totaling $100,000. The agriculture department will use a $50,000 grant to produce gas and electricity with an anaerobic digester using waste from a cheese production facility in Uniontown. Another $50,000 grant to the agriculture department will fund the demonstration of a newly developed process using chicken litter to heat poultry houses.  
Riley also awarded two $50,000 grants to Auburn University.  A $50,000 grant will be used to demonstrate the use of solar energy and waste oil to heat ponds and greenhouses. Some edible fish require tropical temperatures to grow while heating greenhouses will permit year-round production of vegetables. The other $50,000 grant will be used to demonstrate the use of cell-foam insulation to reduce the cost of heating poultry houses.

--More--

Add 1… 

Other grants awarded by Riley are: 

· A $49,666 grant to Tuskegee University to demonstrate the energy efficiency of solar-powered aerators at three shrimp farms in Alabama’s Black Belt region. 
· A $47,675 grant to the Alabama Mountains, Rivers and Valleys Resource Conservation and Development Council in Decatur for a demonstration using cooking oil as an energy source for heating poultry houses. 

· A $45,728 grant to the Alabama Cooperative Extension System to demonstrate the benefits of heating greenhouses with solar-heated water. 
· A $50,000 grant to the Alabama Department of Corrections to develop renewable energy resources at the department’s agricultural facilities, including used vegetable oil as a fuel for heating and operating vehicles. 

Riley awarded the grants from money made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Energy.  
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