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Riley Awards Grant to Aid Abuse Victims in Russell County 

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $46,452 to a Russell County agency to continue assistance for victims of child abuse. 

The Russell County Child Advocacy Center will use the grant to work with local social services and law enforcement officers to aid victims and prosecute offenders. 

 “The trauma from abuse can be devastating for victims and their families,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure that needed services continue to be available for those who need and deserve them.”

The center opened a new facility in May that allows the staff to conduct professional and confidential interviews with abuse victims and their families in a secure setting. An interview room equipped with closed-circuit recording devices enables interviews to be taped and used as evidence in prosecuting offenders. The new center is double the size of the previous site and includes two waiting rooms, a therapy room and a library. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. He designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Jeff Stillwell, board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $11,614 will supplement the grant.
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