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Riley Awards Grant to Combat Drugs 

in Calhoun, Cleburne Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $160,000 to the city of Anniston to help fight the use and distribution of illegal drugs in two east Alabama counties.
The grant will help the Calhoun-Cleburne Drug and Violent Crime Task Force continue to plan and execute undercover investigations and operations to identify, arrest and assist in prosecuting drug dealers, violent crime offenders and people who fraudulently obtain prescription medications.
“Illegal drugs and crime go hand-in-hand, so we must continue aggressive efforts to remove drugs from our communities,” Riley said. “I commend the efforts of the task force to make our neighborhoods safer.”
The task force’s goal is to reduce the availability of illegal drugs, investigate drug-related violent crimes and coordinate law enforcement efforts to deter drug use in Calhoun and Cleburne counties. Agencies participating in the task force include the police departments of Anniston, Jacksonville, Piedmont, Weaver, Jacksonville State University, Ohatchee and Heflin as well as the district attorney’s office and the Jacksonville post of the Alabama Department of Public Safety.
The task force also conducts Operation Save Teens, which educates teens and their parents about the dangers of drugs in their communities.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Anniston Mayor Hoyt Howell of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $160,000 will supplement the grant.
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