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Governor Riley Awards Grants for Improvements in Walker County

MONTGOMERY – Governor Bob Riley today announced more than $1.2 million in grants to improve living conditions for residents in three Walker County municipalities.

Governor Riley awarded a $500,000 grant to upgrade housing in a section of Jasper, a $400,000 grant to eliminate health hazards in Sumiton and a $362,350 grant to improve streets and drainage in Parrish.

“I was in Walker County earlier this week and I’m pleased to offer this valuable assistance that will help improve the quality of life for the citizens of these areas.  This funding will help local governments in Walker County make their communities better places to live, work and raise families,” said Governor Riley.

Jasper residents who live in the Bestville area will be eligible for funds to renovate their houses to make them safe and weather proof.  The grant enables the city to continue a 13-year-old housing rehabilitation program that has resulted in improvements to 175 houses.

The Sumiton grant will be used to improve the town’s sewer system.  The project will prevent sewage from backing up into homes and overflowing into streets and yards near Main Street.  The grant will allow Sumiton to replace pipes and upgrade pumping stations.

In Parrish, funds will be used to improve roads and drainage in an area that includes Levine, Barber, Castile, Goldstein, Lily, Mark, Town, Windham, Burnett and Mae Frances streets and Railway Fuel Road.

“These grants will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in Walker County,” said State Senator Curt Lee.  “Representatives Tommy Sherer, Ken Guin and I appreciate Governor Riley and ADECA for recognizing the importance of these improvements and for responding to the needs of our communities.”

Governor Riley directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) to administer the grants from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
Bill Johnson, acting director of ADECA, notified mayors V.L. “Sonny” Posey of Jasper, Harry Lee “Petey” Ellis Jr. of Sumiton and Billy J. Dunn of Parrish that the grants had been approved. Local matching funds will supplement the grants. 
