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Riley Awards Grant to Relieve Health Hazard in Vernon 
MONTGOMERY – Vernon residents who for years have had to endure inadequate sewer services, including situations where sewage backed up into houses and a school, are about to get some help thanks to a grant from Gov. Bob Riley. 

Riley awarded the town a $400,000 Community Development Block Grant to replace sewer lines in the Back Street neighborhood. 

“Basic public services like this are essential, and I’m pleased to be joining local leaders in funding this improvement that will make Vernon a better place to live and raise families,” said Riley.

Dilapidated sewer lines have resulted in raw sewage seeping into the ground, drainages and branches. Residents have also complained of sewage backing up in their houses as a result of clogged or broken lines. 
“This grant will help improve the overall quality of life in our area,” said state Rep. William Thigpen.  “Senator Roger Bedford and I applaud Governor Riley for recognizing the impact these improvements will have on our community.” 

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Mary Jones that the grant had been approved. 
The city is providing an additional $33,000 for the project. The CDBG program is funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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