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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Sewer Services in Powell 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $400,000 grant to improve living conditions for residents in the town of Powell.
The Community Development Block Grant will be used as the first step to supply basic sewer services in the town.  Many residents have been relying for years on faulty septic tanks.

“I’m very pleased to be able to provide this assistance to the citizens of Powell,” Riley said.  “This grant will enhance local efforts to make the community a better place to live, work and raise families.”

Through an arrangement with the Rainsville Sewer Board, the town will extend an existing sewer line on Alabama Highway 35 to its residents. The sewer line was constructed to serve Northeast Alabama Community College. 
According to county health officials, many residents living in the area where the services will be provided are relying on septic tanks that are faulty or located in soils that prevent private systems from operating correctly. As a result of the faulty tanks and lines, raw sewage has been detected in yards and drainage areas. 
Riley has directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant. The grant is provided through funds supplied to the state from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

“This grant will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in our area,” said state Sen. Lowell Barron.  “Representative Todd Greeson and I appreciate Governor Riley for recognizing the impact these improvements will have on our community and for responding to our needs.”

Bill Johnson, acting director of ADECA, notified Mayor Eugene Byrum that the grant had been approved. The town is providing an additional $44,000 for the project. 
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