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Riley Awards Grants for Water System Expansion

And Sewage Improvements in Marengo County 
MONTGOMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded nearly $800,000 to improve living conditions in Marengo County.

Riley awarded a $400,000 grant to the Marengo County Commission to provide safe drinking water for residents in the Jefferson community. A $390,000 grant awarded by Riley will be used to provide sewer services for 130 people in the French Creek area of Demopolis. Both grants were awarded from the Community Development Block Grant program. 
“Basic public services like safe drinking water and sewer services are essential to our health and well-being,” Riley said.  “I’m pleased to be joining local leaders in funding these vital improvements that will make these communities better places to live and raise families.  I commend officials in Marengo County and Demopolis for pursuing projects to benefit their residents.”
The county grant, combined with a grant and low-interest loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, will be used to provide water services to 566 people in Jefferson. Most residents in the area are unable to continue using private wells because of high sodium content. In addition to providing 41 miles of new water line, 45 fire hydrants will be installed along the route. Riley awarded a $350,000 grant to extend water services to residents in the nearby Saltwell community two years ago. 

The French Creek project will alleviate health hazards caused by poor soils and faulty septic tanks resulting in raw sewage seeping in yards and streets. 
“These grants will help improve the overall quality of life in our area,” said state Sen. Bobby Singleton.  “Representative Lucius Black and I applaud Governor Riley for responding to the needs of our citizens.”

Bill Johnson, acting director of ADECA, notified Commission Chairman Fred Armstead and Demopolis Mayor Cecil Williamson that the grants had been approved. 
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