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Grant Helps Fund New Position at Hannah Home Tuscaloosa
MONTGOMERY— A $20,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will help Hannah Home Tuscaloosa provide better service to abused adults and children by helping fund a new victim advocate position.

The advocate will assist victims staying at the shelter with legal issues by working with judicial officials to obtain protection orders, child custody orders, victim’s compensation or other legal remedies. If requested, the advocate also will help victims pursue police action against their abusers.
“Victims of abuse need and deserve a helping hand in their time of crisis,” Riley said. “This grant will help Hannah Home Tuscaloosa supply additional aid and support.”
The home provides food, clothing, job placement and transitional housing for up to two years for victims and their children. In 2004 the home helped 200 women and children. Victims come from many counties, but most are referred to the program by agencies in Jefferson and Tuscaloosa counties.
With homes in four counties, Hannah Homes has provided faith-based assistance to abused women since 1973. In 1998, Hannah merged with The King’s Ranch, which provides group homes for abused youth.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Jim Priester, The King’s Ranch and Hannah Homes vice chairman, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of at least $6,667 will supplement the award.
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