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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims
in Madison County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $93,245 to the Madison County Commission to maintain a program that advises and assists victims of domestic violence.
The program, known as Prosecution Coordinated Enhanced Response to Domestic Violence, uses specially trained personnel to investigate and prosecute domestic violence cases and ensure the safety of victims before, during and after trials.

“Victims of domestic violence need effective assistance to minimize stress and help them navigate the legal system,” Riley said. “This program ensures that victims get the professional services they need while seeking the justice they deserve.”

A joint effort of the district attorney’s office, the sheriff’s department, the circuit clerk’s office and the Suspended Work Release Program, the unit works with Hope Place, a local shelter for victims, and the domestic violence task force of the Huntsville Police Department to tackle the problem of domestic violence in Madison County.  In 2004, the unit prosecuted 321 domestic violence cases.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mike Gillespie, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $31,081 will supplement the grant.
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