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Lawrence County Gets Grant from Riley to Reduce Domestic Violence  
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $90,000 grant to the Lawrence County Commission to continue the fight against domestic violence.

 
The commission will use the grant to fund the county’s domestic violence unit. 

The Lawrence County Sheriff’s Office directs the unit which investigates domestic violence cases and assists with the prosecution of offenders.

“Lawrence County is sending the message that domestic violence is a despicable crime that cannot be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of officials to put offenders behind bars and help victims attain the justice they deserve.”
Specially trained investigators with the unit assist area law enforcement and court officials to gather evidence in domestic violence cases.  Other staff members from the unit work with service agencies to assist victims with emergency shelter, counseling and medical needs.

The unit also conducts educational programs designed to increase awareness of the impact and consequences of domestic abuse and end patterns of abuse that sometimes are passed down through generations within families.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.


Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Randell LouAllen, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $30,000 will supplement the grant.
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