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Riley Awards Grant to Help Abuse Victims in Bessemer
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $70,250 to a Jefferson County organization to assist victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.

The Bessemer Cut-Off Advocacy Center will use the grant to fund services provided by the Bessemer Domestic Violence Prosecution Unit.  The unit, composed of the district attorney, a victim services officer and an investigator, prosecutes offenders, supports victims throughout the legal process and helps chart a course toward recovery. 
“The trauma that results from abuse can be devastating for victims and their families,” Riley said.  “This grant will help ensure that crucial services remain available for those who need and deserve them.”
In operation since 2000, the unit works closely with other organizations to assess each case, determine what services and resources will best benefit the victim, and to develop a safety plan to protect the victim from further abuse.
The unit conducts educational seminars at schools, churches, civic groups, hospitals and law enforcement agencies to raise community awareness of the scope and consequences of physical and sexual abuse.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified District Attorney Arthur Green that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $23,416 will supplement the grant.
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