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Riley Awards Grant to Help Sexual Assault Victims
in Northeast Alabama  
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $67,512 to provide services to sexual assault victims in seven counties.  
The Daybreak Crisis Recovery Center in Anniston will use the grant to continue the Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner and Sexual Assault Response Team programs that assist victims in Calhoun, Cherokee, Cleburne, DeKalb, Etowah, Randolph and Talladega counties.

“Daybreak provides the professional services that victims need to recover from physical and emotional trauma,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure the availability of aid and relief to victims who reach out for a helping hand.”
The SANE program utilizes staff nurses to conduct examinations and gather evidence in a private and secure area.  SANE nurses are trained to be sensitive and sympathetic with victims who may be hesitant to report sexual assaults because of fear and embarrassment.  The nurses also are trained to properly collect important forensic evidence.  

The SART program provides victims with immediate, confidential assistance and support.  Response team members accompany victims to file complaints with police and assist them during court proceedings.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Rhonda Hardegree, Daybreak board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $22,504 will supplement the award.
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