[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
     Monday, Aug. 29, 2005








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Grant Helps East Alabama Domestic Violence Victims 
MONTGOMERY— A program that helps victims of domestic violence in five east Alabama counties got another boost thanks to a $5,525 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.  The grant supplements an $80,750 grant Riley awarded earlier this year. 

The Domestic Violence Intervention Center in Auburn will use the grant to assist victims in Chambers, Lee, Macon, Randolph and Tallapoosa counties.
“Domestic violence victims deserve access to quality, professional assistance,” Riley said. “I commend the Domestic Violence Intervention Center for its efforts in helping victims of violence.”

The center operates a crisis hotline, provides counseling services, holds support group meetings, provides legal aid and gives referrals to agencies that may provide additional assistance to victims. It also operates Safehouse, a secure seven-bedroom shelter.
The only organization in the five-county area that specializes in assisting domestic violence victims, the center provided shelter for 98 women and children, answered 344 crisis calls and held 22 support group sessions in 2004.

 Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director informed Willie Larkin, Domestic Violence Intervention Center board president, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of at least $1,842 will supplement the $5,525 grant.
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