[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, Aug. 18, 2005








Mike Presley












Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525
Riley Awards Grant to Aid Assault Victims in Russell County
MONTGOMERY—Victims of sexual assault in Russell County will continue to have help in a time of need thanks in part to a $5,100 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 

The Crisis Center of Russell County will use the grant to help fund its Rape Crisis Response Program. The program operates a 24-hour hotline for sexual assault victims, holds a weekly support group meeting, presents prevention education programs at local schools and employs a response team of staff, volunteers and law enforcement to assist victims.  
“It’s important that victims have a safe place to turn in a time of crisis,” Riley said. “I am pleased to support this vital program in Russell County.” 
The program also is building a good working relationship with Summit Hospital in Phenix City, which is scheduled to open in 2006, as well as with hospitals and crisis centers in Opelika and Columbus, Ga.
Riley awarded the grant from funds Alabama received from the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Cathy Dunlap, board president of Crisis Center of Russell County, of the grant’s approval. The grant will be supplemented by $1,700 in local matching funds.
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