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Grant Will Aid Victims of Sexual Assault 
in Cullman, Winston Counties
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $4,250 grant to help Victim Services of Cullman fund a counselor to assist victims of sexual assault in Cullman and Winston counties.
The counselor will provide emotional support to victims and work to determine their individual needs.  The counselor also will supervise volunteers and conduct separate support groups for victims and their children.

“Victims of violence need adequate, professional and timely assistance to overcome the trauma of abuse,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to support Victim Services’ efforts in helping those who have suffered abuse.”

In addition to counseling services, the organization offers victims a 26-bed emergency shelter, assistance during legal proceedings and a 24-hour crisis hotline. Victim Services also trains law enforcement officers and medical personnel how to properly respond to victims’ calls for help. Through community education programs, Victim Services works to increase awareness of domestic violence and sexual abuse.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice.  The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Deborah Tucker, Victim Services of Cullman executive director, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of at least $1,417 will supplement the grant.
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