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Auburn University Awarded Grant by Gov. Riley to Evaluate Statewide Substance Abuse Program
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $250,000 to Auburn University to evaluate the effectiveness of a new approach to substance abuse prevention recently implemented in Alabama.
The university will use the grant to participate in planning, executing and monitoring the prevention programs of community coalitions that receive funding through the Alabama Unified Prevention System.
“The Alabama UPS program was established to tackle the problem of youth drug use across the state,” Riley said.  “This grant helps ensure that UPS-funded projects make the best use of the money they receive and it will assist them in accomplishing their mission of reducing drug use by young people.”

An evaluation team from Auburn will help coalitions assess drug use in their communities, develop plans for implementing prevention programs and monitor and evaluate the progress of programs.  The evaluation team also will create a system for compiling and organizing the results.
Alabama UPS is a statewide prevention program that builds healthy families and communities by coordinating local resources to make substance abuse prevention efforts more efficient and effective.
Riley awarded the grant from funds the state received from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified C. Michael Moriarty, Auburn University vice president for research, that the grant had been approved.
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