[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



For Immediate Release:








Contact:

Monday, Aug. 29, 2005








Frank Miles
Larry Childers

(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards Grant to Sustain Domestic Violence Program

in Marion County

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $22,100 to the Marion County Commission to continue a program to combat domestic violence.
The program, administered by the district attorney’s office, is designed to decrease the occurrence of domestic violence in Marion County, increase the effectiveness of law enforcement’s response to domestic violence and ensure that all cases are actively prosecuted.

The grant will help fund the continued employment of a full-time family violence investigator and a prosecutor specializing in family violence cases.

“Domestic violence is an abhorrent crime that cannot be tolerated,” Riley said.  “I commend the efforts of Marion County officials to help victims attain the justice they deserve.”

The county’s domestic violence program helps train law enforcement officers regarding victims’ rights issues and the physical and mental aspects of domestic violence.  The program also educates church groups and civic organizations that provide assistance to victims in times of crisis.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Commission Chairman Kenny Jackson that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $7,366 will supplement the grant.
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