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Grant will aid violence victims in Mobile, Washington counties
MONTGOMERY—Domestic violence victims in Mobile and Washington counties will continue to have help navigating the legal system because of a $21,250 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
 The grant was awarded to Penelope House Family Violence Center, which has assisted victims of domestic violence for more than 20 years. It will provide funding for Penelope House’s Court Advocacy Program, which helps victims understand their legal rights and provides them support during legal proceedings. Advocates accompany victims to court, assist victims in obtaining protection orders and assess victims’ needs, among other things. In 2004 the program helped 4,854 victims, and its advocates made 4,000 court appearances.
 “Penelope House gives a helping hand to victims of violence,” Riley said. “This grant will ensure victims in Mobile and Washington counties will continue to get this aid.” 

In addition to the advocacy program, the center provides an emergency shelter, counseling services, a 24-hour hotline and support groups. Penelope House has sheltered more than 25,000 victims since it started in 1979. It was the first shelter in Alabama for domestic violence victims.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Kathryn Coumanis, Penelope House’s executive director, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of at least $7,083 will supplement the award.
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