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Riley Awards Grant to “S.T.E.P.” Up Violence Prevention
in Montgomery Schools

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $113,608 to a non-profit organization in Montgomery to continue programs aimed at preventing violence in and around three Montgomery public schools.


The Strategies To Elevate People foundation will use the funds to teach children, families and neighborhoods that conflicts can be resolved without using violence.  The S.T.E.P. programs are being implemented at Paterson Elementary, McIntyre Middle and McKee Junior High schools, and the surrounding neighborhoods.

“It is imperative that our children learn how to use non-violent means to settle conflicts,” Riley said.  “S.T.E.P. is making schools and neighborhoods safer and I commend their efforts.”

Strategies used by S.T.E.P. to address family, school and neighborhood violence include classroom lessons, home visits to teach parents preferred alternatives to the use of violence, and the development of a safe-neighborhood task force.  These programs show parents and children the value of anger control and the damage that family violence can cause.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Addre Bryant, chair of the foundation’s board of directors, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $28,402 will supplement the award.
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