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Riley Awards Grant to Help Assault Victims in Central Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Sexual assault victims in three central Alabama counties will continue to receive aid thanks to two grants worth a total of $107,840 awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
SafeHouse of Shelby County will use the funds to help victims in Clay, Coosa and Shelby counties. 
“Victims need and deserve access to the important services that SafeHouse provides,” Riley said. “I am pleased to continue funding this valuable community organization.”

SafeHouse’s goal is to give victims temporary shelter and help them escape from situations that could lead to violence. The organization operates a secure shelter, provides counseling, operates a 24-hour crisis hotline, organizes support groups for children of victims, gives referrals to organizations that offer assistance and serves as victims’ advocates in the legal system. 
Founded in 1989, SafeHouse assists more than 300 people per year.  The agency helps all victims, regardless of age or relationship to their attackers.
Riley awarded the grants from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Doug Clark, SafeHouse board chairman, of the grant’s approval. At least $27,721 in local matching funds will supplement the grants.
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