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Grant Will Aid Domestic Violence Victims in West Alabama
MONTGOMERY—Aid will continue to be available for victims of domestic violence in five west Alabama counties thanks in part to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley. 
The $101,259 grant will go to Harriet’s House, a nonprofit group that serves victims in Choctaw, Clarke, Greene, Marengo and Sumter counties. Harriet’s House establishes a support system for victims by offering many free services, including a 24-hour crisis hotline, a weekly support group and a 16-bed shelter in Marengo County. The organization also provides daily rides to and from work for victims who are without transportation. 
“Domestic violence victims need access to services like those provided by Harriet’s House,” Riley said. “I’m pleased to continue funding the vital assistance this organization offers.”

Harriet’s House uses its relationships with law enforcement agencies, county governments, health care providers and other organizations to ensure victims receive adequate aid. Through these agencies, victims are shown how to find housing, develop job skills and garner financial assistance.
Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to Alabama by the U.S. Department of Justice. The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant. 

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Kelley Barnes, Harriet’s House board chairwoman, of the grant’s approval. Local matching funds of $25,315 will supplement the grant.
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