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Riley Awards $400,000 to Expand Fayette County Water Service
MONTGOMERY— The Fayette County Commission will continue making strides toward its goal of providing safe and dependable water for rural residents, thanks to a $400,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

The Community Development Block Grant will help supply public water to about 135 persons in east Fayette County. It is the second time in the past year that Riley has awarded CDBG funds for a water project in the county.

“I’m very pleased to offer this valuable assistance to residents of Fayette County,” said Riley.  “It will help local officials improve living conditions and make the area an even better place to live, work and raise families.”
The grant will fund extending water services to an area in the Bankston community north of Alabama Highway 18. Health authorities said private wells in the area pose “a serious and immediate threat” to residents. Residents also complain that the water is discolored and has an odor. At least one resident obtains household water by collecting rain runoff. 
Last year, Riley awarded $310,000 in CDBG funds to provide public water to about 100 residents near the Concord community. 
“It is vitally important that we continue reaching out to the residents of our rural areas and provide improvements for their overall quality of life,” said state Rep. William Thigpen.  “This grant will provide a much-needed and safe water source.  Senator Bedford and I applaud Governor Riley for responding to the needs of our communities.”

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Commission Chairman RoDolphus “Sonny” Cotton that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant. Local funding of $100,000 has been pledged for the project. 

Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.
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