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 Riley Awards Grant to Improve Coosa County Roads 
MONTGMERY – Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $291,400 grant to the Coosa County Commission to improve traffic safety and eliminate hazards on several county roads.  

The Community Development Block Grant will be used to widen, pave or resurface six county roads. About 200 people live along the roads and numerous large vehicles, including school buses, use the roads which are narrow, have numerous pot holes, poor drainage and heavy vegetation that limits the motorists’ vision.  

 “Improving the safety of those who drive our highways and roads is a high priority of my administration and I’m very pleased to be able to help fund these safety improvements in Coosa County,” said Riley.  “The repairs and improvements that will be made through this grant will help save lives and improve living conditions in the area.”

Roads included in the project are Corbin, Brooklyn, Peace and Goodwill, Covered Bridge, Pine Tree and Old Dam. Portions of Brooklyn, Peace and Goodwill and Covered Bridge roads are unpaved. School buses have become stuck several times on Brooklyn Road. The other roads have deteriorated tar and gravel surfaces that make them hazardous to travel.  All roads are narrow and have inadequate culverts.
The county plans to widen the roads to safely accommodate two-way traffic, make drainage improvements and create a safe driving surface. 

“This grant will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in our area,” said state Sen. Jim Preuitt.  “Representatives Ron Johnson and Jack Venable join me in thanking Governor Riley for taking this action to improve the safety of these roads.”

The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs is administering the grant. 
Bill Johnson, acting ADECA director, notified Commission Chairman Bobby Davis that the grant had been approved. The commission is providing $36,363 in additional funding for the project.  
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