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Riley Awards Community Development Grants to Dallas County
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has announced grants totaling $900,000 that will help Dallas County and the city of Selma improve basic services to residents.

Riley awarded $400,000 to the county for road improvements that will make travel safer and provide more dependable access for emergency vehicles.  The funds will be used to widen and pave six roads located throughout the county. 
Riley also awarded $500,000 to the city of Selma for sanitary sewer and storm drainage improvements that will benefit hundreds of residents.  The city will use the grant to replace old and deteriorating sewer pipes and to upgrade the drainage system to eliminate flooding.

“These projects will help improve not only the health and safety of citizens, they will also play an important factor in the continued economic growth of Selma and Dallas County,” said Governor Riley.  “I’m very pleased to offer this assistance.”

The grant will enable the county to pave County Roads 988, 205, 414, 881, 513 and 916.  Residents living along these roads currently must contend with dirt roads that are narrow and become impassable during times of heavy rain.  
To eliminate flooding and health hazards, Selma will use its grant to install more than 4,000 feet of 8-inch PVC sewer pipe and more than 2,000 feet of concrete pipe for drainage.  The improvements will be made along Selma and Alabama avenues and Mechanic, Vine and Maxey streets.
“These grants are going to help improve the overall quality of life in our area,” said Senator Hank Sanders.  “We appreciate Governor Riley for recognizing and responding to the needs of our community.”

Bill Johnson, Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs acting director, notified Dallas County Commission Chairman John W. Jones Jr. and Mayor James Perkins Jr. that the grants had been approved.  The grants were awarded from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and will be administered by ADECA.
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