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Riley Awards $500,000 to Eliminate Flooding in Talladega
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $500,000 to the city of Talladega for drainage improvements. The project will eliminate flooding and health hazards for 163 households along Avenue H, Johnson Avenue and Bingham, Coffee, Davis, Knox, Scott and 17th streets.

“Adequate drainage is vital to the health and safety of communities and is important for long-term economic development,” Riley said.  “I’m very pleased to offer this assistance to improve public services and living conditions in Talladega.”
Heavy rains overload the capacity of existing drainage structures and cause flooding in streets, sewers, yards, homes and businesses, according to city officials.  Along with recurring damage to structures, the flooding has made roads impassable and forced residents to evacuate their homes by boat.

Two reservoirs will be constructed along Isbell Branch and Johnson Creek to reduce the quantity of water flowing onto streets and around homes. The project also includes drainage improvements alongside a railway and construction of a culvert under the railway to allow storm water to flow out of the area.
“This grant will go a long way towards solving the flooding problem in this part of Talladega,” said Senator Jim Preuitt.  “Representative Ron Johnson and I appreciate Governor Riley’s assistance and for working with us to resolve this problem.”

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mayor Brian York that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $50,000 have been committed to the project.
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