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Riley Awards $400,000 for Blountsville Sewer Project
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to the town of Blountsville to improve sewer service for more than 120 residents.  The Community Development Block Grant will help fund the repair and replacement of aged and failing sewer lines which serve College Avenue and Graves, Liberty, Main, Page and Second streets.
“This infrastructure project will help improve the health and safety of the community.  I’m very pleased to offer this assistance that will upgrade public services and improve living conditions in Blountsville,” said Governor Riley.

Town officials have identified the replacement of old, deteriorated pipes as a top community development need.  Sewage backup and overflow occur in homes, yards and roads because cracked lines and crumbling manholes allow groundwater and other impediments into the system.

The town will refurbish approximately 3,200 feet of pipe, install nearly 3,000 feet of new pipe and replace or repair 32 manholes.  Ending sewage backups and overflows will eliminate an environmental problem and a potential health threat for 45 households as well as for students and staff at Blountsville Elementary and J.B. Pennington High schools.
“This grant will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in Blountsville,” said Senator Hinton Mitchem.  “Representative Jeremy Oden and I greatly appreciate Governor Riley’s efforts to assist the community and respond to its needs.”

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mayor Bob Sharpe that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $50,000 have been committed to the project.
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