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Riley Awards Substantial Grant for Eutaw Sewer Improvement
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $386,635 to the city of Eutaw to improve sewer service for more than 300 residents.  The Community Development Block Grant will help fund the replacement of aged and failing sewer lines which serve Ann and Elm streets in the Vera Vista community.
“The health and safety of a community depends in large part on adequate sewer service,” Riley said.  “I’m very pleased to offer this assistance and to work with Eutaw officials on improving living conditions in this area.”
City officials have identified the replacement of old, undersized pipes as a top community development need.  Sewage backup occurs in the area because the lines are too small to handle drainage during heavy storms.  Some pipes have been penetrated by roots allowing sand and soil to infiltrate the system further impeding proper flow.

The city will install nearly a mile of 8-inch PVC lines and replace 15 crumbling brick-and-mortar manholes with 21 concrete manholes.  The improvements will eliminate sewage backups and overflows that endanger public health and the environment.
“This grant will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in this area,” said State Senator Bobby Singleton.  “We appreciate Governor Riley for responding to the needs of the community.”

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mayor Raymond Steele that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $38,633 have been committed to the project.
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