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Riley Awards $250,000 for Franklin County Road Improvements
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $250,000 grant to the Franklin County Commission to reconstruct and resurface County Road 87.

Potholes, erosion and the road’s narrow width pose a safety hazard for motorists.  County officials have identified improvement to the road as a top community enhancement priority.
“Adequately maintained roadways are important not only to the safety and well-being of residents, they also enhance economic development efforts,” Riley said.  “I am delighted to provide these funds that will improve the quality of life for Franklin County residents.”
The county will use the funds to excavate, widen and resurface the road, which is more than six miles long.  When completed, the improvements will reduce accidents and vehicle damage, lower maintenance costs and allow for better response and delivery of emergency services.
Located in the northeast portion of the county, County Road 87 is home to 122 residents and serves as a connection between Colbert County and state Route 24.
“This grant will go a long way towards improving the overall quality of life in our area,” said Senator Roger Bedford.  “Representative Mike Millican and I appreciate the assistance Governor Riley is offering for this important project.”

Riley awarded the Community Development Block Grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.  He has directed the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mike Green, commission chairman, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $175,976 will supplement the award.
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