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Riley Awards Grant to Encourage Growth

in State’s Vehicle Manufacturing Industry 
MONTGOMERY— A new study of the state’s automobile industry could steer additional vehicle manufacturers and suppliers to the state. 
A $9,000 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley will enable the University of Alabama in Huntsville to collect data and track the growth of the state’s automobile manufacturing industry. Results will support the state’s efforts to persuade additional manufacturers and suppliers to locate in Alabama. 
“This project is another tool to convince industrial leaders to look in our direction when planning expansions or relocations,” Riley said. “Once manufacturers become familiar with Alabama’s high-quality workforce, favorable business climate, extensive transportation network and abundant natural resources, I believe it will be hard for any industry to turn down the opportunity to locate here.”

In 1961 there were only nine automobile-related plants in the state compared with more than 200 today, according to previous studies. The updated study will not only track the growth of the state’s automobile industry, but also will reveal new innovations and trends. 
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Dr. Bernard Schroer of UAH that the grant had been approved. The Alabama Automotive Manufacturers Association is providing an additional $9,000 for the study. 
The grant is being administered by ADECA’s Science, Technology and Engineering Division. 
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