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Riley Awards $114,000 to Combat Illegal Drugs
and Combat Violent Crime  in Dale County 
MONTGOMERY— Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $114,000 to continue the battle against illegal drugs and violent crime in Dale County.   
The grant will enable the Wiregrass Violent Crime-Drug Task Force, a multi-jurisdictional agency, to sustain its offensive to take illegal drugs off the street, arrest drug dealers and reduce drug-related crimes. 
Representatives of the Ozark and Dale police departments, the Dale County Sheriff’s Department and the District Attorney’s office compose the task force.  

“The combination of law enforcement personnel, equipment, intelligence and financial resources has proven to be a successful formula for tracking down and prosecuting those who sell and use illegal drugs,” Riley said. “I commend the task force and area law enforcement agencies for working together to protect their communities from the menace of illegal drugs.”

The task force, formed eight years ago, conducts undercover investigations and works with local, state and federal law officials to curtail illegal activity in southeast Alabama. The task force also investigates shootings, robberies and domestic disturbances with drug connections. 
Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Ozark Mayor Bob Bunting that the grant had been approved. An additional $114,000 in local funding has been committed to the task force. Funds were made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice. The grant is administered by ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division.
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