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Grant Will Improve Efficiency, Productivity

for Marshall County Poultry Producer 

MONTGOMERY—If you can’t stand the heat, you can get out of the kitchen.  Chickens don’t have that option.
Temperature regulation is vital to raising chickens efficiently and, thanks to a $23,688 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley, Michael Brown Farms in Arab will be able to keep the temperature in its broiler houses just right.
The company will use the funds to install temperature controllers and insulation in three broiler houses.  The energy-efficiency upgrades will ensure that broilers, or chickens that are raised for meat as opposed to producing eggs, will have the optimal conditions year-round for proper growth.  The improvements also will save the company more than $10,000 per year on energy costs.
“Energy-efficiency measures such as these help agriculture remain a viable industry in Alabama,” Riley said.  “This grant not only helps a business maximize its earning potential, it also conserves energy and takes advantage of an opportunity to bring additional federal dollars into the state.” 
Riley awarded the grant from oil overcharge funds.  The money will be used to match a grant from the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  This is the first Alabama project to be funded through the program.  
The Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs will administer the grant.  Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified James Michael Brown of the award.
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