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Riley Awards Training Grant to Increase Safety
at Tuscaloosa Facility
MONTGOMERY—Workers at a Tuscaloosa company will learn valuable new skills that will enable them to introduce innovative safety measures into their workplace.

Phifer Wire Products Inc. will use a $45,110 grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley to supply 31 employees with training in manufacturing safety practices.
“This grant will help Phifer provide its employees with the necessary training to make their work environment safer,” Riley said.  “Workers will in turn help their company grow and become more competitive by reducing work-related accidents.”
Company officials say a safe and secure workplace will reduce stress on employees resulting in improved morale and decreased production downtime.  The new safety measures are expected to lower absentee rates, increase profitability and lead to higher wages.
Phifer Wire Products, in business since 1952, manufactures aluminum wire and woven fabrics for use in window screens, furniture and light control products.  The company will contribute an additional $118,255 for the training.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Bunny Cox, Phifer safety communications director, that the grant had been approved.
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