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Riley Awards Grant to Provide Second-Chance Education
for Youths in Northwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—A successful future is still possible for youths in northwest Alabama who have dropped out of school.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded $400,000 to Northwest Shoals Community College to continue a youth program providing education, leadership development and career exploration.  The program benefits youths, ages 16-21, in Colbert, Franklin, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Marion and Winston counties.

“Education and training are vital elements for success in today’s workplace,” Riley said.  “This grant gives young Alabamians an opportunity to attain the skills they need to become self-supporting citizens.”
Program tutors help participants improve academic and testing skills and prepare for the General Equivalency Diploma examination.  Participants also are provided training in occupational skills.
In addition to educational opportunities, the program helps participants establish appropriate career goals and acquire work experience through job shadowing, internships and on-the-job training.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Labor.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Tim Alford, director of the Office of Workforce Development, notified Humphrey Lee, NSCC president, that the grant had been approved.
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