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Riley Awards Grant to Help Domestic Violence Victims
in South Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Safe shelter will continue to be available in south Alabama for abused women and their children thanks to a grant awarded by Gov. Bob Riley.

Opportunity House in Opp will use the $89,423 grant to operate the shelter and provide other services for victims in Conecuh, Covington and Monroe counties.

“Opportunity House provides the safe refuge and professional services battered victims need to recover from the physical and emotional trauma of abuse,” Riley said.  “This grant will ensure victims continue to receive aid and relief.”
In addition to the shelter, the grant will fund other services including a 24-hour crisis telephone line, individual and group counseling and transportation for victims.  Court advocates will be available to prepare and support victims during legal proceedings.

Between May 2004 and April 2005 Opportunity House provided shelter to 35 women and 54 children as well as offering services to another 100 victims who did not require shelter.  Staff members answered 405 calls to the crisis line.

Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Bill Shaw, Opportunity House board president, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $22,355 will supplement the award.
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