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Riley Awards Grant to Help Eligible Low-Income Residents
in Southeast Alabama Save Energy and Money

MONTGOMERY—Help may soon be available for low-income, elderly and disabled residents whose budgets do not meet their energy needs.

Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $76,431 grant to Organized Community Action Program Inc. to fund home weatherization projects that will save energy and reduce home energy bills for qualified residents in Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Henry, Houston, Pike, Geneva, Lowndes and Coffee counties. 
“The energy-efficiency improvements funded by this grant will improve the quality of life for Alabamians who need help conserving energy and lowering utility bills,” Riley said.  “Reducing heating and cooling costs is one way to help families become more self-reliant.”
Eligible homes will be tested to determine what weatherization measures are needed to maximize energy efficiency.  Improvements may include repairing or replacing doors and windows, adding insulation, caulking and weather-stripping to seal air leaks or patching small areas of roofs.
Applications will be accepted by OCAP which will determine those low-income residents who will receive assistance based on U.S. Department of Energy eligibility guidelines.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mary P. Terry, executive director of OCAP, that the grant had been approved.
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