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Governor Riley Awards $200,000 to Create New Jobs in Pickens County
MONTGOMERY - Governor Bob Riley today announced he is awarding a $200,000 grant that will help bring new jobs to Pickens County.

The grant will enable the town of Aliceville to improve water service to a vacant building that will soon be the home of a new manufacturer, Erosion Control Systems, Inc. The company will locate its operations in the old Huyck Felt plant and bring 53 new jobs to the town.

"These new jobs in the Black Belt are another sign that Alabama’s economy is on the right track," Governor Riley said. "This is the first new industry locating in Aliceville in 20 years, so the infrastructure improvements this grant will bring are very important to the people of the area."

Governor Riley joined local leaders and officials with Erosion Control Systems in Aliceville on June 8 to officially announce the company’s decision to locate its operations in the Pickens County town of about 2,500. The company manufactures products that help restrain erosion at construction sites.

The grant will allow Aliceville to upgrade an existing water tank and well and to install a new pump to supply the building with water for consumption, industrial use and fire protection. The improvements will also serve as a backup water supply to some residential areas in the town. An additional $48,000 for the project will be provided by Aliceville.

Another manufacturer will also benefit from the grant. S & C, Inc., a provider of customized PVC fencing, uses the same building. S & C will be able to install a new pump to its existing water tank in order to supply the building with water. The company currently has to use bottled water and portable toilets.

"Providing the infrastructure that generates new jobs and economic opportunities is an essential function of state government," said Representative Allen Layson. "Senator Poole and I greatly appreciate Governor Riley’s role in securing this grant for Aliceville and Pickens County."

Bill Johnson, acting director for the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Aliceville Mayor William McKinzey of the grant’s approval. The funding is provided by U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

For more information, contact the Governor’s Press Office at 334-242-7150.
