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Riley Awards Grants to Aid Victims in Six Area Counties  
MONTGOMERY –Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $132,430 to enable a Montgomery-based agency to continue assisting rape and sexual assault victims and working to reduce similar violent acts in a six-county region. 

The Lighthouse Counseling Center will use the funds to provide assistance to victims in Montgomery, Autauga, Butler, Crenshaw, Elmore and Lowndes counties. A $90,430 grant will help fund the Standing Together Against Rape program which responds to crisis calls and provides support to victims as they recover physically and emotionally. A grant for $42,000 will help fund a sexual assault response team, which is made up of professionals from several area agencies.
“Victims of violent acts deserve and need compassionate services to help them overcome trauma and resume productive lives,” Riley said. “These programs are designed to provide victims with the immediate and long-range attention necessary for recovery from a tragic ordeal.”

The programs include several nurses and counselors who are specially trained to deal with sexual assault victims. A 24-hour telephone hotline service expedites responses. The center also has a special exam room to provide confidential and professional service for victims. 

The STAR program, established in 1975, assisted more than 500 people in 2004. More than 100 forensic rape exams were conducted.  

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Candyce DeKruyff, executive director of the Lighthouse Counseling Center, that the grants had been approved. Local funding of $36,607 has been pledged for the programs.   
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through programs of the U.S. Department of Justice. ADECA’s Law Enforcement and Traffic Safety Division is administering the grants.
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