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Governor Riley Awards $246,600 Grant to Improve Water Service for Geneva County Community
MONTGOMERY - Governor Bob Riley today announced a $246,000 grant for the town of Black in Geneva County to improve the community’s water system. For years, residents have endured low water pressure and health concerns caused by antiquated and undersized water lines.

Governor Riley awarded the special Community Development Block Grant to replace about 26,000 feet of water line. The small town of about 200 residents has been unable to afford upgrades to its water system distribution pipes.

"This project will ensure that residents are provided with an adequate water supply that is safe to use," Governor Riley said. "A reliable and sufficient water supply is essential for the health and well-being of a community."

In addition to improving water pressure within households, larger water lines will improve fire protection by enabling the installation of fire hydrants along the route. The project also will address a health hazard by replacing 5,000 feet of water line made of asbestos. Deteriorated asbestos has been found to cause health problems in humans.

"Senator Harri Anne Smith and I appreciate Governor Riley’s role in securing this grant for the Town of Black," Representative Warren Beck said. "These upgrades to the town’s water system will greatly enhance the quality of life for residents."

The water line upgrades will complement the construction of a 100,000-gallon elevated water tank which is being funded through a grant and loan from the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s rural development program.

Bill Johnson, acting director of the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, notified Mayor Nicky Hobbs that the grant had been approved. ADECA is administering the grant.

Governor Riley awarded the grant from funds provided to the state by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The state awards special Community Development Block Grants to help communities resolve emergencies and address critical needs.

