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Riley Announces Grant to Improve Technology Services
in DeKalb County 
MONTGOMERY— A $192,500 grant, announced by Gov. Bob Riley, will have some far-reaching effects on courthouse and jail security in DeKalb County while also saving tax dollars. 
The grant will fund a high-speed telecommunications system linking the jail, courthouse and local hospital. A network will be built with more than five miles of fiber-optic line that will enable teleconferencing and full interactive communication.  
The telecommunications system will reduce transportation costs, eliminate security risks by keeping inmates under confinement and allow deputies, who otherwise would be required to escort inmates to court and hospital, to focus on other law enforcement duties. 
“This state-of-the-art system demonstrates how government can use technology to improve public services while reducing the cost to taxpayers,” Riley said. “Although inmates may be physically separated from the courthouse or hospital, a flip of a switch will essentially put them in the same room with a judge or doctor.”
Special cameras and video conferencing equipment will enable inmates to attend court hearings or be examined by a doctor without leaving the confines of jail. The system can also be used as a tool for long-distance educational services provided for deputies, jail staff or inmates. 

Riley has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant which is being funded by the Appalachian Regional Commission.  Bill Johnson, acting ADECA director, notified County Commission Chairman Sid Holcomb that the grant had been approved.

ARC, created by Congress in 1965, is a partnership of federal, state and local governments dedicated to promoting economic growth and improving the quality of life in a 13-state region.
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