[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



      For Immediate Release:








Contact:
      Thursday, June 16, 2005








Frank Miles













Larry Childers













(334) 242-5525

Riley Awards Grant to Help Child Abuse Victims in 

North Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded a $79,340 grant to a north Alabama advocacy center to continue providing services for children who have been sexually or physically abused.

The National Children’s Advocacy Center in Huntsville will use the grant to fund the Team Improvement Project and its regional medical center that serve children in Jackson, Limestone, Madison, Marshall and Morgan counties.

“It is crucial that we help children recover from the horrors of abuse and assist them in rebuilding their lives,” Riley said. “I commend the National Children’s Advocacy Center for offering compassionate guidance and support to child abuse victims.”

The Team Improvement Project is a coalition of agencies that provide immediate medical, investigative and legal aid for victims.  The regional medical center offers treatment for abused children, forensic examinations, therapy and other services to reduce the trauma of abuse.
Riley awarded the grant from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.
Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Mickey Crutcher, NCAC acting executive director, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $19,835 will supplement the grant.
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