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Gov. Riley Awards First Grant from New Statewide
Substance Abuse Prevention Program

MONTGOMERY—Bringing new ammunition to the battle against juvenile substance abuse, Gov. Bob Riley has awarded the first grant from a new $7.65 million fund earmarked for unified community efforts to protect youth from substance abuse.

The Family Guidance Center of Alabama in Montgomery will use the $578,734 grant to help community coalitions develop methods of preventing juvenile use of alcohol, tobacco and illegal drugs in Barbour, Dallas, Macon, Marshall, Wilcox and Winston counties.
The funds were awarded through a competitive process established by the Alabama Unified Prevention System.  Alabama UPS is an alliance of state and community agencies that seeks to build healthy families and communities by coordinating local resources to make substance abuse prevention efforts more efficient and effective.
“This grant marks a historic moment in Alabama’s fight to keep our children away from the dangers of drugs and alcohol,” Riley said.  “Today, Alabama UPS takes the first of many steps aimed at reversing the negative impact of substance abuse on our state’s communities.”
Alabama UPS will help communities identify substance abuse and its impact, form strategies for addressing the abuse and provide follow-up assistance.  Project grants will enable community coalitions involving law enforcement, schools, faith-based organizations, social service providers and parents to better work together to assess and improve prevention efforts. 
Riley awarded the grant from an award the state received from the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.  ADECA Acting Director Bill Johnson notified Walter P. White, FGC executive director, that the grant had been approved.
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