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Riley Awards $268,474 to Help Domestic Violence Victims
in Southwest Alabama

MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded two grants totaling $268,474 to bring aid and comfort to victims of domestic violence in Mobile and Washington counties.

Penelope House in Mobile will use the grants to continue services provided through its victims’ assistance and court advocacy programs.  The organization offers victims resources and support to cope with abuse and has provided service to more than 25,000 victims since it was established in 1979.

“Domestic violence victims need compassionate and professional assistance to deal with such traumatic experiences,” Riley said. “I commend Penelope House for providing victims with safe refuge and the vital services they deserve.”

A $121,933 grant will support victims’ assistance programs including a 24-hour crisis line, emergency shelter, counseling, transportation, medical services and support groups.  The other grant, worth $146,541, will be used to sustain the court advocacy program which helps victims understand their legal rights and provides support and guidance during court proceedings.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Kathryn Coumanis, Penelope House executive director, that the grant had been approved.  Local matching funds of $67,118 will supplement the grant.
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