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Riley Awards Grants to Help Abuse Victims in Jefferson
and Surrounding Counties
MONTGOMERY—Gov. Bob Riley has awarded grants totaling $185,103 to help two Jefferson County non-profit organizations provide services for victims of sexual and other physical abuse.

“The trauma that results from abuse can be devastating for victims and their families,” Riley said.  “These grants will help ensure that crucial services remain available for those who need and deserve them.”
The Crisis Center Inc. in Birmingham will receive a $73,417 grant to fund its Rape Response and Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner programs for victims in Blount, Chilton, Jefferson, St. Clair and Walker counties.  The programs provide victims with medical attention and counseling plus guidance throughout the legal process.
A $111,686 grant to the Bessemer Cut-Off Advocacy Center will help the organization reach out to children who have been physically or sexually abused.  The center offers a safe and comforting facility where various agencies work together to help child victims and family members who are not abusers.  Services include counseling and court preparation.
Riley awarded the grants from funds made available to the state through a program of the U.S. Department of Justice.  He has designated the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs to administer the grant.

Bill Johnson, ADECA acting director, notified Arthur Green, president of the Bessemer Cut-Off Advocacy Center, and Michael Falligant, executive director of the Crisis Center, that the grants had been approved.
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